
About our School
Founded by Felix Adler in 1878, the Ethical Culture Fieldston School (ECFS) offers a
world-class progressive education in Pre-K–12th Grade at two historic campuses in Manhattan
and the Bronx. Our upper school is Fieldston Upper, colloquially known as Fieldston. Most of
our students come from the five New York City boroughs and Westchester County, with a small
percentage of students commuting from northern New Jersey.

The core of our educational program is the study and practice of ethics, which prepares and
compels us to take care of our world, ourselves, and each other.

Curriculum
The academic year is divided into two semesters. While most courses are designed for a full
year’s study, most electives in English and history — and some in ethics and science — are
offered on a semester basis. A minimum of 17 units (also called majors) of credits, of which 16 
must be in core academic subjects, is required for a student to graduate.

Adler Requirement: Beginning with the Class of 2023, Form V and VI students must earn two (2) 
major credits, one in English and one in history, in semester-long elective courses that focus on 
the histories and writings of people of marginalized identities and that are designated as approved 
Adler Requirement courses. The purpose of the Adler Requirement is to advance a progressive 
ethic, center pluralistic narratives versus solely majoritarian ones, and examine multiple discourses, 
including issues of social identity, inclusion, and marginalization. This requirement provides 
students with opportunities to appreciate cultural pluralism at large while also thinking critically 
about differences and social inequalities. 

Ethics is a core academic subject. To graduate, students must complete at least two and a
half years of ethics coursework along with a service learning requirement. The independent 
community service learning requirement at Fieldston is project/portfolio based and
includes benchmarks and learning opportunities across all four years of high school.

All AP courses were eliminated from the curriculum beginning in September 2001. Foreign
language, mathematics, and science placements are determined by a student’s prior
achievement; courses designated as intensive or advanced are the most demanding courses
in their subject. With the exception of Advanced Senior Seminar, we do not designate English,
ethics, or history courses as intensive or advanced. English and history electives offered in the 
11th and 12th Grade are taught at a college level.

Grades and class rank
Letter grades ranging from A to F are given at the end of each marking period, with a small
percentage of courses using a Credit/No Credit (CR/NCR) grading system. 

We do not compute class rank or GPA. In alignment with our mission, we do not confer
official honors or awards to our students; the only exception is for varsity letters in athletics.

Special programs
We offer two robust interdisciplinary programs: Humanities and City Semester. Humanities is a
year-long course for 10th Graders that satisfies requirements and credits for English, ethics, and 
history. City Semester is a selective, interdisciplinary, experiential semester program focused on 
fostering a sense of civic leadership through the immersive study of New York City. Students apply 
for admission into City Semester, and the program, now in its twelfth year, is offered during both 
fall and spring semesters. Students in the program are not attending regular classes; this work is 
project-based and organized around both individual and group assignments drawing from multiple
subjects and from the world beyond the classroom.

Given the program’s interdisciplinary nature, the City Semester faculty has opted to provide skill-
based assessment rather than traditional letter grades. All participants will receive a transcript 
that reflects the program’s interdisciplinary, skills-based approach. For core academic course 
calculations as well as NCAA Clearinghouse requirements, City Semester students receive 
standard graduation credits for each discipline (English, History, Math, Science, World Language, 
Ethics, Arts, and PE).

We also offer independent study courses (by permission of the instructor and administration) in 
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all disciplines, as well as a Senior Project for 12th Graders in the second 
semester. Approval for a Senior Project is selective: Students must present 
a proposal that is accepted by a committee of administrators. Given that 
the scope and time commitment of a Senior Project are equivalent to 
those of a traditional academic course, most students are allowed to 
drop a course. All students in the Senior Project program send detailed 
descriptions of their proposals to colleges, and the project appears on the 
transcript with a CR designation if completed satisfactorily. 

Our visual and performing arts program is extensive and rigorous. While 
arts courses are usually graded CR/NCR, students may choose to major 
in one of the arts and receive letter grades for their coursework. Students 
who major in the arts are advised to take only four core academic subjects 
per semester, and their major designations appear on their transcripts.

Disciplinary policy
All disciplinary matters are brought before the Fieldston Upper 
Accountability and Restoration Council and/or Academic Integrity Board 
and reported to colleges accordingly by the student and counselor.

College destinations for the Classes of 2018–2023 100% of Fieldston students will attend a college or university

Minimum graduation requirements
English* 4 years
Ethics* 2.5 years + project/portfolio 

based service learning 
requirement

Foreign language* 3 years
History* 2 years 
Mathematics* 3 years 
Science* 2 years 
Arts 2 years  
Physical education 4 years
* denotes core academic subject.

600 
students in 
Fieldston Upper

39% 
identify as 
students of color

22% 
receive tuition 
assistance

Facts at a glance

10:1 
student/faculty 
ratio

33% 
of faculty/staff identify 
as people of color

Standardized testing
SAT ACT

Middle 50% 1330–1530 30–34
# of students tested 76 62


