- Ethical Culture

3901 Fieldston Road
Bronx, NY 10471
718-329-7243
ecfs.org

CEEB #333628

Kyle Wilkie-Glass
Chief Executive Officer

Stacey Bobo
Principal, Fieldston Upper

Akosua Yeboah
Director of College Counseling
ayeboah@ecfs.org

Samara Antolini
Associate Director of College
Counseling
santolini@ecfs.org

Noelle Bellamy

Associate Director of College
Counseling
nbellamy@ecfs.org

Fritz Burgher

Associate Director of College
Counseling
fburgher@ecfs.org

Rachel Ehrlich

Ethics Department Chair &
Associate Director of College
Counseling
rehrlich@ecfs.org

Avram Schlesinger
Associate Director of College
Counseling
aschlesinger@ecfs.org

Zoraida Montanez
Manager of College Counseling
Services

zmontanez@ecfs.org

ECFS is accredited by the
New York State Association
of Independent Schools
(NYSAIS). It is a member of
the National Association

for College Admission
Counseling (NACAC)

and complies with NACAC's
Code of Ethics and
Professional Practices.

Fieldston School.

2025-2026 Profile for Colleges

About our School

Founded by Felix Adler in 1878, the Ethical Culture Fieldston School
(ECFS) offers a world-class progressive education in Pre-K-12th Grade at two
historic campuses, one in Manhattan and one in the Bronx. Our upper school
is Fieldston Upper, colloquially known as Fieldston. Most of our students
come from the five New York City boroughs and Westchester County, and a
small number commute from northern New Jersey and Connecticut.

The core of our educational program is the study and practice of ethics, which prepares and
compels us to take care of our world, ourselves, and each other.

Curriculum

The academic year is divided into two semesters. While most courses are designed for year-long
study, most electives in English and history — and some in ethics and science — are offered on a
semester basis. To graduate, students must complete a minimum of 17 majors (a year-long course
taken six times per week), of which 16 must be in core academic subjects.

Adler Requirement: Beginning with the Class of 2023, 11th and 12th Grade students must earn
two major credits, one in English and one in history, in semester-long elective courses that focus on
the histories and writings of people of marginalized identities and that are designated as approved
Adler Requirement courses. The purpose of the Adler Requirement is to advance a progressive
ethic, center pluralistic narratives versus solely majoritarian ones, and examine multiple discourses,
including issues of social identity, inclusion, and marginalization. This requirement gives students
opportunities to appreciate cultural pluralism at large while also thinking critically about differences
and social inequalities.

Ethics is a core academic subject. To graduate, students must complete at least three

ethics courses and a service learning requirement. Service learning can be fulfilled through a
classroom-based course or through an independent, project-based activity completed within the
broader community.

Fieldston eliminated AP courses from the curriculum beginning in September 2001. Foreign
language, mathematics, and science placements are determined by a student’s prior achievement;
courses designated as intensive or advanced are the most demanding courses in their subject.
With the exception of Advanced Senior Seminar, we do not designate English, ethics, or history
courses as intensive or advanced. English and history electives offered in the 11th and 12th
Grade are taught at a college level.

Grades and class rank
Letter grades ranging from A to F are given at the end of each marking period and a small number
of courses use a Credit/No Credit (CR/NCR) grading system.

We do not compute class rank or GPA. In alignment with our mission, we do not confer official
honors or awards to our students; the only exception is for varsity letters in athletics.

Special programs

We offer two robust interdisciplinary programs: Humanities and City Semester. Humanities is a
year-long course for 10th Graders that satisfies requirements and credits for English, ethics, and
history. City Semester is a selective, interdisciplinary, experiential semester program focused on
fostering a sense of civic leadership through the immersive study of New York City. Students apply
for admission into City Semester, and the program is offered during both fall and spring semesters
of 11th Grade. Students in City Semester fulfill all their semester courses while participating in

the program; the work is project-based and organized around individual and group assignments,
drawing from multiple subjects and from the world beyond the classroom.

Given the program'’s interdisciplinary nature, the City Semester faculty has opted to provide skill-
based assessment rather than traditional letter grades. All participants receive an additional
narrative-transcript that reflects the program's interdisciplinary, skills-based approach.
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Minimum graduation requirements

English*
Ethics*

4 years

22%
receive tuition
assistance

10:1
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2.5 years + project/partfolio-based
service learning requirement

Foreign language* 3years
History* 2 years
Mathematics* 3 years
Science* 2 years
Arts 2 years
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College destinations for the
ECFS Classes of 2020-2025
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We also offer independent study courses (by permission of
the instructor and administration) in all disciplines and Senior
Projects in the second semester of 12th Grade. Students are
approved for a Senior Project after presenting an appropriate
proposal for acceptance by a committee of administrators.
Given that the scope and time commitment of a Senior
Project are equivalent to those of a traditional academic
course, students are typically allowed to take it in lieu of a core
academic course. All students in the Senior Project program
send detailed descriptions of their proposals to colleges, and
the project appears on the transcript with a CR designation if
completed satisfactorily.

Our visual and performing arts program is extensive and
rigorous. While arts courses are usually graded CR/NCR,
students may choose to “major” in one of the arts and receive
letter grades for their coursework. ECFS created a special “arts
major” for students who concentrate in fine or performing arts
and take multiple major subjects in these disciplines. Students
who pursue an arts major are advised to take only four core
academic subjects per semester, and their major designation
appears on their transcripts..

Disciplinary policy

The School expects students to honestly answer any college
application questions related to disciplinary infractions.
Likewise, if the School receives an inquiry from a college or
university regarding a specific student's disciplinary record,
the School will answer honestly. This may include violations
of ECFS rules, regulations, and policies, whether or not such
violations resulted in a suspension.
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